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THIS SOFTWARE IS SHAREWARE. PLEASE SUPPORT IT.

The BBC didn't seem to feel it necessary to produce a Macintosh version of their
news 'Ticker'. They still haven't responded to any of my emails to them regarding
the existence of this application, so here is my attempt and also my first venture
into programming on the Macintosh.

If you find any bugs or have any requests for further development, please feel free
to contact me.

How do I use it?

Auntie fully supports Balloons - Enable them in the 'Help' menu if required.

After decompressing, copy the Auntie application to your hard drive, then double
click on it.

When connected to the internet, Auntie will attempt to connect to the BBC,
retrieve the news headlines and process them. You should then see the news scroll
by.

Click-drag left and right on the scrolling text to 'speed-scroll' the news back and
forth. (G3 users. If this is still too fast. Let me know.)

When a blue hypertext link that interests you scrolls by, control-click, select
'Read this news'  and your browser should spring to life and display a more in-
depth article from the BBC website.

Preferences:



You may find turning on Balloon help whilst the preferences window is open
helps.

Appearance
Here you can change the speed the ticker scrolls at and the position on
your screen that the ticker window appears at.

Topics
These checkboxes can be used to filter out the news that does not interest
you. In the example above I have decided not to view sport, weather or
travel news. These settings take affect the next time the headlines are
fetched from the internet.

Connection
Some Internet Service Providers (ISP) dictate that you use a proxy server
to fetch data from the internet. If this is the case with your ISP then you
will need to tick the ‘Proxy Server’ checkbox and enter the proxy server
address and port number in the corresponding boxes.

In this section you can also determine how often you would like your
headlines updated. ‘Update on loop’ causes the headlines to update every
time the current headlines have scrolled past (not recommended for
modem users) and ‘Update every:’ allows you to specify in minutes how
often you would like your news updated. The latter option is probably



more useful since the BBC recommend a period of 15 minutes with their
PC based news ticker.

Launch on startup
Ticking this will create an ‘alias’ in your system startup folder causing
Auntie to load every time you turn on your Macintosh.

Registration:

This software is now SHAREWARE. I have spent many hours developing this
application (not to mention telephone calls charged at per-minute rate testing this
on the internet). I have put no irritating message boxes into this application to
pester you into registering, I feel this allows you to fully try out Auntie without
hinderance.

If you continue to use this software you are required to pay a small registration
fee in order to cover the time spent developing this software and also to give me
an incentive to develop it further (otherwise, please delete all existence from your
hard drive). Please support Auntie by registering.

Pricing:
Single user: 6 UK pounds 10 US dollars (approx)
15 user: 60 UK pounds 100 US dollars (approx)
Unlimited: 600 UK pounds 1000 US dollars (approx)

Single user:
Entitles you to use Auntie on your computer.

15 user licence:
Is a site-licence and covers a maximum of 15 computers in your
organisation within a 100 mile (160km) radius.

Unlimited:
This is a world-wide licence. You can run Auntie on as many machines
are you desire anywhere on the planet earth.

Registration payment facilities via secure server are available on-line and can be
reached by pointing your web browser to:

http://www.brunel.ac.uk/~dt96aah/auntie/register.html

All major credit and debit cards are accepted on the secure server.

If you are a UK resident and you wish to register via the postal service, please
send a cheque to:



Alex Howarth
Brunel University
Runnymede Campus
Egham
Surrey
TW20 0JZ
UK

On receipt of payment you will be emailed with a serial number which will
enable you to personalise your copy of Auntie immediately. You will also be
notified of any future changes.

Disclaimer:

To the best of my knowledge, this application will cause no harm to the data
contained on your hard drive. Use of Auntie is at your own risk.

Neither myself nor the development of this application are associated with the
BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation). All correspondence regarding this
application should be sent to myself.

Contacting me:

Alex Howarth
dt96aah@brunel.ac.uk


